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WELCOME!

Whether you’re here in 
person or watching the 
recording, we’re so 
happy to be with you.



Today’s Flow 
+ Who we are (TDP, SCRR + You)

+ Why we’re here
+ The Invitation
+ Is this for me? 

+ You might be wondering...
+ Meet your hosts 

+ Next steps 



The SCRR Project

Promoting effective and sustainable change in the ways school 
communities and school leadership builds the skills, knowledge, and 

attributes necessary to recover and renew after a crisis.
www.schoolcrisishealing.org

http://www.schoolcrisishealing.org/


Who 
we are:

The 
Dinner 
Party

The Dinner Party is a platform for grieving 20-, 
30-, and early 40-somethings to find real 
community and build lasting relationships, 
whether one-to-one, or in small, peer-led 
groups. Since 2014, we’ve connected more 
than 13,000 grieving peers to one another, 
including 3,000+ since the start of the 
pandemic. We’ve been featured on NPR’s 
Morning Edition, On Being with Krista Tippett, 
CNN, NYT, O Magazine, BuzzFeed, and 
dozens of other publications, and as a case 
study in various books, including The Upside 
of Stress, The Power of Ritual, and How We 
Show Up. 

https://www.thedinnerparty.org/

https://www.thedinnerparty.org/


What brought you 
here today? 

What about this 
offering 

resonated with 
you? 

Invitation to share out loud or in the chat box



Why 
we’re 
here

● We need better vocabulary, and better 
support models: 
○ When asked, “how ready or equipped is 

your school, district or state to support a 
grieving workforce?”, surveyed 
educators ranked their schools 5/10.

○ Only 6 in 10 personally felt comfortable 
or skilled in supporting grieving peers. 

● Grief is not held by teachers alone: Often, 
the people on campus with the deepest 
relationships are in unlikely places — lunch 
lines, front desks, and school bus loading 
zones. 



Between March 2020-March 2021, 
Kognito surveyed nearly 12,000 PK-12 

educators across seven states to 
determine how prepared they were to 
respond to grief and loss in the school 

community.

Ø Of the educators surveyed, 41% have 
experienced the death of a student.

Ø Over half (51%) of respondents said they 
were not prepared to help a student open 

up to talk about their feelings of loss. 

Ø 46% were not prepared to motivate a 
student to connect with support services.

https://kognito.com/blog/helping-students-deal-with-grief-in-the-classroom-are-schools-ready

https://kognito.com/blog/helping-students-deal-with-grief-in-the-classroom-are-schools-ready


The 
Invitation

(The 
What)

WHAT: 
A five-part pilot program, consisting of 
peer-led virtual gatherings (“tables”) 
designed to help you connect and 
reflect on what it means to teach, lead 
school sites or systems, and provide 
school services after the death of a 
student or alum.

https://schoolcrisishealing.org/life-after-loss-tables-the-educators-edition/



Is this for me?
● “Educators” = Anyone tending to the wellbeing of students in school-based settings, serving 

and supporting school- aged youth.  

+ “Student loss” = The loss of a student to any cause of death (police involved, community-based 
violence, gun involved, school shootings, suicide, overdose, climate-related disaster, COVID, 
etc), at any time. 

+ Grief has no end date, and neither do we: Whether you lost a student recently, a year ago, or a 
decade ago, you are welcome to join a table. 

+ You do not need to identify as a “griever”: In fact, many of us struggle with the word, 
whether that’s because we were never afforded permission and the space to grieve, or 
because the death happened years or even decades ago, and we've long since found 
ways to move forward, even as we continue to be colored by the experience in ways big 
and small.  

+ All geographic and role locations welcome.



● Each Other (time and relationships)
Each “table” will meet on Zoom monthly (for 5 months) for 1.5-hour 
sessions. 

We ask you to commit to a minimum of 4 sessions.

● Experiment & Experience (this is a new thing! We want to learn with you).

We’ll ask you to provide feedback and design input to the SCRR & TDP
teams to ensure that the future offering is informed by the pilot experience.

At the end of the five sessions, we hope you’ll share your experience with
others.

What might I be saying YES to? 



https://schoolcrisishealing.org/life-after-loss-tables-the-educators-edition/



Meet your hosts
Oriana Ides (MA, LPCCI, PPS) is an Oakland-based educator, school founder, clinician, administrator,
and facilitator. Oriana is grieving the loss of so many young people and is in constant conversation
regarding the role she plays in her student’s survival. As an SCRR Field Coach and School Mental
Health Training Specialist at CARS, she approaches healing the wounds of trauma and oppression as
core elements of social justice. She has worked with young people across life courses from elementary
school to college, and has served as teacher-leader, school counselor, classroom educator and
program director. She is committed to generating equity within school structures and policies by
focusing on evidence-based mental health techniques and institutional design.
Oriana’s work to forge a more just world is motivated by and dedicated to Brave One, G-One, Waga,
Berto, Theo, Red, Eric, Jabrile and all of our children wading through systems never designed to see
them thrive.

Yesmina Luchsinger (MS) is an educator, mental health professional, and gun violence survivor. She is
recognized for her passion in the areas of equity, resilience, school safety, and campus grief support.
She dedicates her learning to the #kiagang, Bulldog Nation, Zakiyyah, Jasmine, Larry, Sean T-Nasty,
Matias, and to all the students and educators sitting with the heaviness of an empty desk in the
classroom. You are not alone. An Arab-American and daughter of an immigrant, Yesmina is currently
living on the ancestral homelands of the Akimel O’odham (Pima), Pee Posh (Maricopa), and Tohono
O’odham peoples in downtown Phoenix, AZ. Yesmina is a Health & Equity Technical Assistance
Specialist for the Center for Applied Research Solutions and adjunct faculty for the School Crisis
Recovery & Renewal Project.



How to join & next steps
q Fill out interest form by October 29th, 2021: https://forms.gle/ew1MHbQGbrmLU3zX7

q We’ll be matching people to tables and notify everyone by November 5th of 
their table assignment (or waitlist placement). 

q If you are not matched with a table, don’t worry! We have a waitlist for the 
Fall tables, as well as more tables opening in the Spring. 

q We’ll send a confirmation to all final participants and introduce you to your
host by Friday, November 5th, 2021.

(Note: Space is limited; in the event that tables fill, we’ll be opening up more
seats in Spring 2022.)

https://forms.gle/ew1MHbQGbrmLU3zX7


QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS



More questions? 

Contact Alica Forneret

hello@alicaforneret.com

mailto:hello@alicaforneret.com


Contact Info
Email: SCRR@cars-rp.org
Phone: (888) 597.0995
Website:  www.schoolcrisishealing.org

Get social with us!
Facebook: @scrr.project

Instagram: @scrr_project

Twitter: @scrr_project

ABOUT SCRR

mailto:NCTSNinfo@cars-rp.org
http://www.schoolcrisishealing.org/




We believe that knowledge grows and sustains in relationships

We are led by lived expertise

We believe that safety and belonging are foundational and for everyone

We are committed to supporting school crisis recovery and renewal leadership

We believe that culture change happens at four levels: individually, 
interpersonally, collectively, and systemically

We are invested in the process and the outcome of school crisis work so that what 
we do and why we do it is trauma informed and healing centered

Our Project’s Values





How? Ways to Get Involved

https://schoolcrisishealing.org/get-involved/

Request TA! Sign up! 
Suggest a topic for future trainings! 





SCRR Resources https://schoolcrisishealing.org/scrr-our-resources/ 

10 Pillars of School 
Crisis Recovery 
and Renewal

What Helps & 
What Harms 
Students’ Crises 
Recovery? Young 
Adult Reflective 
Listening Sessions

Trauma-Informed 
COVID-19 
Leadership 
Practice Guide 
for Recovery and 
Renewal

School Crisis Recovery & 
Renewal (SCRR) 
Educator 
Recovery: What We 
Learned from Mending 
Our Wounds & Our 
Summer Listening 
Sessions



Guidepost document

School Mental Health Crisis Leadership Lessons: Voices of 
Experience from Leaders in the Pacific Southwest Region
–Guide
–Complementary Reflection Worksheet

LEARN MORE AT:
Bit.ly/smh-crisis-leadership-lessons






