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Memorialization and Commemoration 
Community of Practice: 
Wading through Grief and Time



You Hope For/You Need:

1. Opportunity for collaboration 
and resourcing.

2. Explore concrete strategies that 
support students and staff through loss 
and encourage staff wellbeing.

Our goal is to build a 
network of support
among school 
communities that 
strengthens our 
capacity to lead in 
commemoration and 
memorialization efforts 
during times of loss 
and grief.

Community of Practice Goal



Session 1: Who are we in this work?  
Why this space?

Session 2: Navigating loss in the Past & 
Present

Session 3: Healing & Wholeness

Session 4: Honoring Ancestors and 
Tradition

Session 5: Space for Joy

Welcome to…

Memorialization and Commemoration 
Community of Practice Overview





Me as a 
Learner

Me as a 
Facilitator

Me as a 
Professional

Three Rounds of Small 
Group
Discussion: How do I 
honor my own grief 
journey while responsibly 
holding the needs of my 
community?

Welcome, 
orientation & 
embodiment

Whole group share out 
and closing practice

What might today’s session feel like? 

Small Group
Discussions: How 
might we still find 
and create joy 
amidst our individual 
and collective grief?



Adapted from Emergent Strategy by adrienne maree brown

Though this should feel 
therapeutic, this is not 
therapy

Use names and spell out 
acronyms as much as 
possible 

Be mindful of mic time
(find your contributor vs. 
listener sweet spot)

This is an experiment 
(moving something we 
treasure in person to 
virtual), so let’s be 
patient and flexible

There is always enough 
time for the right work

There is a conversation 
that only the people in 
this room right now can 
have.  Find It. 

Image by Molly Costello in collaboration with 
Lifted Voices

Engaging in Generative Conversation



Embodiment Practice



Waterfall Chat: Embodying Joy
Share into the chat your response to the following question:

How does joy look, feel, sound and taste to you?



§ With your partner, 
reflect on a 
moment of 
extreme joy. Share 
as much detail as 
feels comfortable.

§ What gave that 
moment meaning 
for you? 

Deep Dive: A Moment of Joy



On Joy and Grief



What's coming up for you - mind, body and heart?

How might you create joy through moments of grief?

How might this apply to your work in memorialization and commemoration? 

Small GroupsFull Group Reflection



Off To The Jamboard!
(link in chat box)

How did today's session 
expand your 

understanding of 
memorialization, 

commemoration and 
renewal?

How will you put what 
you learned today into 

practice? 
What questions and 

needs do you still have? 

Session Debrief



Closing 
Practice



Memorialization & Commemoration 
Community of Practice Evaluation

We value your feedback! We invite you to take 
a moment to share your experience with us by 
filling out the survey to inform future SCRR 
opportunities.

To fill out the survey, we invite you to visit:
https://bit.ly/scrr-mc-s5

https://bit.ly/scrr-mc-s5


SCRR RESOURCES



https://schoolcrisishealing.org/scrr-our-resources/ 

School Crisis Recovery 
& Renewal (SCRR) 
Educator 
Recovery: What We 
Learned from Mending 
Our Wounds & Our 
Summer Listening 
Sessions

What Helps & What 
Harms Students’ 
Crises Recovery? 
Young Adult 
Reflective Listening 
Sessions

Trauma-Informed 
COVID-19 
Leadership Practice 
Guide for Recovery 
and Renewal

10 Pillars of School 
Crisis Recovery and 
Renewal

SCRR Resources



School Mental Health Crisis Leadership Lessons: Voices of Experience from 
Leaders in the Pacific Southwest Region
–Guide
–Complementary Reflection Worksheet

LEARN MORE AT:
Bit.ly/smh-crisis-leadership-lessons

Guide Post Document



UPCOMING OPPORTUNITY



2nd Annual SCRR Winter Institute 
Strategies for Cultivating Joy and Wholeness: Recovering from School Crisis Though 
Connection

December 16, 2021 

A half day dive into regulating and restorative practices that support self-care, and 
collective renewal.

https://schoolcrisishealing.org/2nd-annual-scrr-winter-institute/

Upcoming Opportunity

https://schoolcrisishealing.org/2nd-annual-scrr-winter-institute/


For joining. For trusting us. For building with us. 
For creating this community. 

THANK YOU.



Email: SCRR@cars-rp.org
Phone: (888) 597.0995
Website:  www.schoolcrisishealing.org

Get social with us!
Facebook: @scrr.project

Instagram: @scrr_project

Twitter: @scrr_project

Contact Info

mailto:NCTSNinfo@cars-rp.org
http://www.schoolcrisishealing.org/

